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Jepartment, Superman 12

Tha Batman, i wihile an

Ha 12 3 martial arts







nappened to him as an e1ght-year-oid boy. Briuce Wayne, playboy

Clark ¥ent 1o help
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inly, aut of necass s1ty, not ot of any driving force Lo inspire fear or
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superman. There's no doubt in angone’'s mind that you're the



underworld pretty much cowed in Metropolis, Superman.

Gatham City isn't gour turf. 1L reguires a different approach (97

And later on, when the two capture a mad criminal:

)
. “tminal, Mot jike the

re, Superman thinks

b owilT destrog gou” (PWE 200

= nts and hig planet of origin, yet he had a
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He operates putside aof the

superman, hiowever, wan't

dipiomatic immunity, won't work against ihe
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crooked poiitician. He follows the system. Just watlch out, however, for the

ay car, boat, or plane. Inevitably, that
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vehicie ends up being stopped in mid-operation while Sunerman flies it ta

the steps of the police station and leads the bad guys to their cells,

probably reading them their Miranda nights as he qoes, basking n the
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atiman has shown the oriminagis what a

can see this attitude of frustration in our everyday lives. We a

so-called "Subwa
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& boy who was Fobin, 15 murdered bu the J
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Frlled hi g super—-villain, and Batman trains mim as Bobin 4




P }- 1 W
Li il 1t

partners. with Robin *1, things are carefree and
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adventure. when Fobin #1 strik

who gets yelled 3l 35 much as he gels Lo fight crime. Bobin #2 dogsn't

haz g “Fortress of Solitude,” a place to get away from others. Superman has
3 cast of supparting characters, but none who are necessary for him to do

s job. He can do it all--what would he need help for?

rman. The previous psges are not meant 1o
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deny the popularity of a character that has endured for fifty-two years.

captivates my imagination. i1 s fun to read about & man who can Ty, when
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{ read the exploiis of Batman, however, I'm reading about 3 man who has




could all work really hard to be gqreat athletes, and we coull

?Hx_l“ 105 li_j

frustration at having to watch helplessh
important people tn s young Nife are taken uzelessh

can understand his need to do something to aven

not sure we wouldn't try to do the same thing as the Batman does,

if we watched our parents being murderesd (3],

g5 an empsathy with tha
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Comic book Classics hold
steady against Superheroes

By GEORGE BASLER
Staff Writer

After an [8-year absence, Classics Hlus-
Irated, reappeared in January to try to draw op ————mu
the past and attract 5 NEW generation of read. A year ago, comic book interpretations of
Ers. classic literature entered a market filled with

. 5 Superheroes, Update finds that aithough the
The colorful abnggments of the world’s comic book classics haven't hit any bestse.
grea[ htﬂr&ture ==t ICh SOJd an estlmated 1 ler "3!3, :hey are ho[ding their own.

billion copies from 1941 to 1972 — came back
on the market in book stores In the Southern e
Tier and across the county, updated with pet- lar,” said Brian p ¢rry, owner of Fat Cat Books,
/ ter colors, paper and bindings, - Which specializes in comics, games and science

Now, nearly a year later, the new Classics copies of each pew Classic Ilustrated comic a
Uiustrated are holding their own iy ternis of wegk, compared to 200 copies of its mogt pop-
sales as Moby Dick and Hamlet fight it out v comic books, he said,

with X-Men and other superheroes for comic On the plys s; de, sales of Classic Hlustrated
: : titles are holding steady, and there s some
{ The new illustrated books aren’t Smash  demang for back issues, Perry said. He was
< hit, but they're not 4 flop either, sellers saig, 1 concerned their sales wop|q Plummet once the
Wouldn’t say sales are oulstanding, but they’re hype surrounding the- re-introduction disap.
1ot poor. The books move, If they werf.n”,t sell- peared. That hasn’t happened, he said,
A e would have gotten rig of them,” sajd The re-introduction of Classics Illustratey
Michele Baker, manager-of Coles bockstore in was the joint venture of First Publishing Co, of
the Oakdale Mall. Y - Chicago and Berkley Publishing Group of New
The store carries most of the Classic 1fjys. York.
trated titles and sold 12 of the books [ast week, A year into the venture, the companjes -

aker said, satisfied with the project, said Wade Robr

Walden bookstore in the Oakdalé Mall angd editorial director of First Publishing Co,
Fat Cat Books in Johnson City stil have the are holding gteadg, with the press run fo
niew comic books on their shelves, as well. book averaging 100,000 copies.

+ “They’re a moderate seller, not wildly popﬁ- See SELLEHSIPage 28 .
~ Tui LF‘ viucy g tCan vy \..uuuuuuuy Wring o, -
Sellers rate comics —

Continued from Page 1B how to display the books,” Roberts
‘ said. The companies are trying to

This is miniscule compared to the Solve this by shipping special display

3 million a month that the origina] racksto stores, he said ;
~Classics Illustrared sold a¢ the height  First l_’qb,hshmtg s also exploring
of their popularity, But, the new pub-  the possibility of producing study
lishers are not aiming for that wide 5 guides” to g0 with illustrated books, 5o
‘market, Roberts said. Unlike the old  they can be used in the classroom,
~books that featured formulaic artwork, Roberts said,

“the new books are drawn by leading Barry Dutton, a book seller at Wal-

illustrators and artists, and the illus-  den, said he has collected all of the

trations’ style change from pook to new Classips Hlustrated books, Some

book. are good; some are disappointing, he
The new books also carry 3 Steeper said.

price tag than the Classics of yore, Walden sells the illustrated books

3.95 per issue, Compared to 25 cents mostly to comic books buyers, he said.

in the oid days. Perry, at Fat Cat Books, agreed that

“By all indications, I've seen we're  his store s selling the new comics to
doing well,” Roberts said. The compa-  the typical comje book buyers, namely
‘nies plan to ¢€xpand production to Iwo teen-age males, not to a new audience,
titles a month i January, from the Hamlet has been the bestseller at
‘Present one a month, Coles books, Baker said. “Kids can’t

“The one complaint we’ve had from understand the reg) book so they buy
“book sellers is that they're nog sure  the comic,” she said.




